Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm  126 
Philippians 3:4b-14

John 12:1-8 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

The Collect
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Book of Isaiah 
43: 16 - 21
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.


Psalm  
126 

1  
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, *

 

then were we like those who dream.

2  
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *

 

and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3  
Then they said among the nations, *

 

“The LORD has done great things for them.”

4  
The LORD has done great things for us, *

 

and we are glad indeed.

5  
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, *

 

like the watercourses of the Negev.

6  
Those who sowed with tears *

 

will reap with songs of joy.

7  
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *

 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

The Epistle to the Philippians 
3: 4b - 14
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Gospel  according to John  
12: 1 - 8
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”
大 齋 第 五 主 日

祝 文

全能的上帝，罪人頑梗的心志情慾，只有主能管束：求主施恩，使主的子民能愛慕主的吩咐，盼望主的應許；這樣，我們雖然身處世間萬變之中，心靈卻能堅定不移，仰望那真福的美地；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督，聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。阿們。

以 賽 亞 書
43: 16 - 21
耶和華在滄海中開道，在大水中開路，使車輛、馬匹、軍兵、勇士都出來，一同躺下，不再起來，他們滅沒，好像熄滅的燈火。耶和華如此說：“你們不要記念從前的事，也不要思想古時的事。看哪！我要做一件新事，如今要發現，你們豈不知道嗎？我必在曠野開道路，在沙漠開江河。野地的走獸必尊重我，野狗和駝鳥也必如此。因我使曠野有水，使沙漠有河，

好賜給我的百姓、我的選民喝。這百姓是我為自己所造的，好述說我的美德。

詩   篇  
126
1
當耶和華將那些被擄的帶回錫安的時候，*



我們好像作夢的人。

2
我們滿口喜笑、*



滿舌歡呼的時候，

3
外邦中就有人說：*



耶和華為他們行了大事。

4
耶和華果然為我們行了大事！*



我們就歡喜。

5
耶和華啊，求你使我們被擄的人歸回，*



好像南地的河水復流。

6
流淚撒種的，*



必歡呼收割。

7
那帶種流淚出去的，*



必要歡歡樂樂的帶禾捆回來！

腓 立 比 書
3: 4b - 14
若是別人想他可以靠肉體，我更可以靠著了。我第八天受割禮，我是以色列族、便雅憫支派的人，是希伯來人所生的希伯來人；就律法說，我是法利賽人；就熱心說，我是逼迫教會的；就律法上的義說，我是無可指摘的。只是我先前以為與我有益的，我現在因基督都當作有損的。不但如此，我也將萬事當作有損的，因我以認識我主基督耶穌為至寶。我為他已經丟

棄萬事，看作糞土，為要得著基督，並且得以在他裡面，不是有自己因律法而得的義，乃是有信基督的義，就是因信上帝而來的義，使我認識基督，曉得他復活的大能，並且曉得和他一同受苦，效法他的死，或者我也得以從死裡復活。這不是說我已經得著了，已經完全了，我乃是竭力追求，或者可以得著基督耶穌所以得著我的。弟兄們，我不是以為自己已經得著了，我只有一件事，就是忘記背後，努力面前的，向著標竿直跑，要得上帝在基督耶穌裡從上面召我來得的獎賞。

約 翰 福 音   
12: 1 - 8
逾越節前六日，耶穌來到伯大尼，就是他叫拉撒路從死裡復活之處。有人在那裡給耶穌預備筵席，馬大伺候，拉撒路也在那同耶穌坐席的人中。馬利亞就拿著一斤極貴的真哪噠香膏抹耶穌的腳，又用自己頭髮去擦，屋裡就滿了膏的香氣。有一個門徒，就是那將要賣耶穌的加略人猶大，說：“這香膏為甚麼不賣三十兩銀子賙濟窮人呢？”他說這話，並不是掛念窮人，乃因他是個賊，又帶著錢囊，常取其中所存的。耶穌說：“由她吧！她是為我安葬之日存留的。因為常有窮人和你們同在，只是你們不常有我。”
